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Catholic Action Update …

This month we saw quite a few individual requests
for assistance.
Baby Aayat continues to be followed at the
Shriners. One hip has been well set, we are waiting
for progress on the other.
We saw some placement needs for individuals, food
security fulfillment etc.
Continued our zoom assistance with senior groups
and their online meetings.
Wellness gatherings as well as bus outings breaking
isolation.
We continue to connect offers to the Ukrainian
community to:
How I can help newly arrived Ukrainians / Comment
je peux aider les Ukrainiens nouvellement arrivés
(google.com)

The Ignatian Spirituality Project (ISP) offers transformative spiritual
retreats and programs across Canada and around the world to people
recovering from homelessness and addiction. We invite them to
encounter God’s love, hope and healing through spiritual
companionship that reshapes lives and relationships. We met with
Father Kevin Kelly who is leading this initiative locally, following the
installation they completed in Ontario. We are organizing meetings
with other transitional living spaces in Quebec and will be calling on
the community to share your gifts as this important work moves
forward. In the meantime, you can learn more on their website:
https://ispcanada.org/
How can you help? Check out the opportunities here:
How Can you Help? - Catholic Action Montreal
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Your English-Speaking Catholic Community group

Your
English-Speaking Catholic Community groups participated in a round table discussion
sharing objectives, challenges, and strengthening our service to you, our community.
Following the opening prayer and round table introductions, the group discussed their
different missions’ goals, challenges, and successes. It was wonderful to see how much
collaboration there is within our community and learn more each other.
It was also an opportunity to ensure existing projects are supported where possible by each
other and that there are no redundancies.

As a result of the open discussions, a community needs assessment will be done and
presented at our next gathering in September. We are hoping to further define the
discussions to better serve you, our community.

What’s happening to our religion in Quebec?
The Angus Reid Institute’s most recent poll on religion and faith in Canada was released
April 18th. The results show that Quebec is the least faith practicing province. You can read
the entire report using the link below.

Measuring the spirituality of Canadians
•

Quebecers lean away from faith, Prairie residents more committed

https://angusreid.org/canada-religion-interfaith-holyweek/#:~:text=Three%2Dquarters%20of%20Evangelicals%20(74,a%20deep%20belief%20in%20God.
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Catholic Action’s Strategic plan has reached its
destination”

We are pleased to announce that we have completed our Strategic Plan. Using our vision story,
developed during a board of directors’ workshop and a foundation of Faith, Stewardship and
Service, we developed our “Strategic Plan.” The plan will be shared in detail, June 14th via zoom, at
our AGM by the brilliant young team from AOTC who led us through the process.

Hello, we are members of Accenture’s AOTC program, a
consulting volunteering initiative that seeks to help notfor-profit organizations in Montreal! We had the
pleasure of working alongside Catholic Action Montreal
over the past ten weeks. From the very beginning of the
project, we understood how unique CAM is in terms of
the motivation behind its work and the goals it is trying
to achieve. During the length of the project, we worked
alongside CAM staff to reformulate its strategic pillars
(i.e., mission, vision, values) while determining how to
better communicate the organization’s identity and
strategy to external stakeholders. We all worked very
hard and had a lot of fun doing so! On our end, we
learned more about CAM's commitment to meaningfully
helping the community, which made us admire the
worked done by CAM even more. We look forward to
telling you more about the project and getting to meet
the community at this year’s AGM!
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The war in Ukraine's impact on the synodal process
By Massimo Faggioli | United States

Major ecclesial events have always been
influenced and shaped in some way by the
social, cultural and political climate of the
timeBy Massimo Faggioli | United States
The first casualty of war is truth, and the war in
Ukraine has created a mentality that will
inevitably have an impact on the "synodal
process" that is currently unfolding in the
Catholic Church. Encounter, listen, and discern
becomes much more difficult -- and, at the same
time, more urgent -- in times of war. Even
before the beginning of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine on February 24, the synodal process
was presenting the Church with unusual problems. For instance, the Synodal Path that's taking place in Germany has
been attacked in the past several months by various bishops from other parts of the world – individuals like
Archbishop Samuel Aquila of Denver (USA) and entire bishops' conferences in countries like Scandinavia and Poland.
And just this week some 74 bishops from around the world -- including 49 from the United States -- signed a
"fraternal open letter", telling the Germans their Synodal Path is causing confusion and could lead to schism. The war
in Ukraine has dramatically changed the mood in the Church also from the point of view of the international political
context. The conciliar and synodal gatherings in the Catholic Church have always interacted with armed conflicts.
Their agendas and schedules were not immune from the effects of turmoil in the international order. Church
gathering shaped by events of the time It’s enough to look at the last couple of centuries. The First Vatican Council
(1869-1870) was suspended, effectively interrupted, by the war that led to the capture of Rome by the Italian
kingdom in September 1870. Worries about security, both domestically and internationally, deterred Pius XI and Pius
XII from re-convening a general council in the 1920s and immediately after World War II. Vatican II (1962-65) would
have been interrupted if the Cuba missile crisis of October 1962 had escalated to a nuclear confrontation between
the two superpowers, the US and the USSR. General or ecumenical councils are not like synods at the diocesan and
national level, and there are some precedents here. For example, the synodal movement at the end of the 18th
Century was interrupted by the French Revolution. After the fall of Napoleon, the pre-existing political order and a
consolidation of papal power were restored. One of the many paradoxes of the anti-clerical attacks between the end
of the 18th and the beginning of the 19thcenturies is that it made the Catholic Church more papal and less synodal,
as the definitions of Vatican I made clear. The 2021-2023 synodal process has opened the Church up to one of its
most historically important experiences of encounter with its members at the local, national, and global levels. But it
comes at a time when fears of a nuclear war are at their highest since the Cuba missile crisis sixty years ago.
Read more at: https://international.la-croix.com/news/signs-of-the-times/the-war-in-ukraines-impact-on-thesynodal-process/15937
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Kingdom Mindset

Mark Your Calendars for

prayer, scripture and sharing working towards a Kingdom Mindset.
As we work toward “Mental Wealth” we must learn to “forgive” ourselves.

Please Join us for the conversation.
“Using scripture to navigate your fears and anxiety.”
Please join our community as we share and pray & discuss together.
When: May 26th, 2022 7:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkceisqTgjHN1TuTUa3kPwhh52a3FJknv1
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email with the link for the meeting.
In the meantime, please join our Facebook group: The Kingdom Mindset Community | Facebook
Or contact us via email: mindsetkingdommtl@gmail.com
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St. Timothy for our deacons & diaconates

They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a
clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if
there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.
1 Timothy 3:1-9

St. Timothy, please guide our diaconates on their journey in
service to our Lord.
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Breaking Isolation – One Trip at a time-WE GOT Robbed Again
How great it is to go out and enjoy our city, a trip
to a lake or simply having lunch on a terrace with
family and friends. Not everyone can enjoy
these simple delights.
Catholic Action’s volunteers often use their gifts
of time and talent to bring simple pleasures to
those in need. Our volunteer bus drivers bring
joy to seniors and other challenged groups by
using our 22-seater bus throughout the year,
breaking isolation with day trips. We offer
different experiences to these underserved
communities would not be able to enjoy, without our
bus and volunteers. Our bus is aging, it is a 2009 and is costing us a lot in maintenance over the last
few years, and we realize this is not sustainable. We do not have the funds to keep up.
Please help us raise the funds to continue to serve this fantastic community that is extremely
grateful for these opportunities. Please share with your social media groups and friends.
Check out this short video to understand the impact this has on those we serve:
https://youtu.be/VpxY4j6A4yk PLEASE HELP US CONTINUE THIS SERVICE
Use the link below to get to our GoFundMe page to donate a tax-deductible gift to this very
important project. Please share this story on your social media to help us spread the word.

https://gofund.me/e9a866b4 Thank you, stay safe and God bless!

Global News
piece: https://globalnews.ca/video
/rd/754a2c0e-c64c-11ec-96440242ac110004/?jwsource=cl
Gazette Article: Thieves make
off with catalytic converter from
N.D.G. charity's bus — again |
Montreal Gazette
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Catholic Action “Expertise Pool” Openings

 Grant Search and writer: jwong@catholicaction.ca
 Driving young mother and infant from St. Laurent to the Shriners (Glen) once a
month.
 Administrative assistance for Ignatian Spirituality Project aaron@ispcanada.org
 Addiction Counsellor for Ignatian Spirituality Project: aaron@ispcanada.org
 Clinical Counsellor for Ignatian Spirituality Project: aaron@ispcanada.org
 Fundraising Committee Volunteer: jwong@catholicaction.ca
 Membership Drive Committee Volunteer: jwong@catholicaction.ca
 Centre Ste. Antoine needs drivers Wednesday mornings 10:00 – 12:00 for their
meal delivery program jwong@catholicaction.ca
 One Voice Senior community needs drivers with a class B license to drive the

mini bus to various outings which assists in breaking isolation
 A nonprofit group would like assistance from someone with a van or pick up
truck to assist with furniture delivery to refugees from time to time

 ANY INQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT: JWONG@Catholicaction.ca
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Taking Action for a More Vital Community

The National Assembly’s Committee on Culture and Education completed its
clause-by-clause study of Bill 96: An Act respecting French, the official and common
language of Québec. Despite 29 meetings of the Committee between Nov. 23 and
April 14, the bill remains largely unchanged. More than 150 amendments were
proposed and debated – 97 of which were passed. Few of them addressed our community’s concerns
about this controversial legislation that will enforce and reinforce the Charter of the French Language (Bill
101).
Bill 96 continues to pre-emptively set aside protections in both the Canadian and Quebec charters,
representing the most sweeping override of human rights and freedoms in modern Quebec and Canadian
history. But that is just the beginning. We remain concerned about unchanged provisions that would
empower the Office québécois de la langue française to conduct warrantless searches based on anonymous
tips and would reduce access to education, health care, justice, and government services in English. We
are also worried about proposals that would make it more challenging to do business in Quebec.
On April 12, the QCGN, in collaboration with the English Parents’ Committee Association (EPCA), Quebec
English School Boards Association (QESBA), and Quebec Federation of Home & School Associations
(QFHSA), hosted a webinar on the impact Bill 96 would have on student success.
Education in English has been a topic of great concern throughout the Bill 96 proceedings. A recent
amendment which would require all students at English-language CEGEPs to pass at least three core
courses taught in French set off alarm bells for parents, students, and educators alike. It was encouraging
to see the high level of interest in this webinar, which was attended by more than 350 concerned citizens.
We gained excellent insight from our panel composed of Christian Corno, Director General of Marianopolis
College; Alexandrah Cardona, President of the Dawson Student Union; Katherine Korakakis, President of
the English Parents’ Committee Association; Cindy Finn, Director General of the Lester B. Pearson School
Board; as well as moderator Michael Goldbloom, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of Bishop's University.
If you missed this event, or wish to watch it again, please click here. https://youtu.be/H-OXRiVJfS8

Marlene Jennings
Director-General
Directrice générale
Tel : 514-868-9044, x 225 | Cell : 514-519-3171
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Bible Trivia

Bible Trivia Easter Octave 2022 Edition
1.

What is the name of the village where Christ turned water into wine?

2.

Who took Judas Iscariot’s place as an apostle?

3.

Which group was the ruling council of the Jews who plotted to kill Jesus?

4.

Who cut off the ear of the high priest?

5.

Where was the book of 2 Timothy written?

6.

What did Jesus and the disciples do after the last supper and before going to the Mount
of Olives?

7.

What is the Octave of Easter?

8.

What was Jesus’ last gesture to the apostles before the Ascension?

Click below for the answers:
Bible Trivia – Catholic Action Montreal
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Late Sunday Mass- Ready to welcome you

Have an event that conflicts with your regular mass time,
please consider joining us
Sunday evenings at 7:00 Pm at
Our Lady of Fatima Parish 875 Marcel Laurin Blvd, Saint Laurent Quebec H4M 2M8
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Together, we can make a difference PLEASE renew your membership

PLEASE renew our membership by clicking on the link below. Catholic Action
offers you the opportunity to assist our communities in need by sharing your gifts.
As a member your voice is listened to and heard on topics or needs that you would
like to address. Your membership fee can be paid online via our website, etransfer to
jwong@catholicaction.ca or cheque sent in by mail.
Membership Renewal: Membership Join or Renew below – Catholic
Action Montreal

Board Members: Would you like to be part of our team? Contribute to
the good works of Catholic Action at the Board and or committee
level. Members are welcome to share their interest.
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We are grateful for your spirit of com

The term ‘Charity’ is an old-fashioned notion often generating pity.
“We are a Catholic organization, and we don’t want pity, we want partners to do the
Lord’s work.”
Please consider Catholic Action in your annual charitable giving budget
NEW** we are now able to receive gifts of shares
Contact jwong@catholicaction.ca for more info
Help us to continue helping others in Jesus’ name.
God Bless!
https://catholicaction.ca/give/
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